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Bicycles	can	be	very	civilizing	–	great	ci3es	o5en	enjoy	great	rou3ne	biking,	as	a	
humane	equitable	thing.	

More	than	sustainability,	or	public	health,	urban	biking	is	about	efficiency	of	mobility	at	
a	human	scale,	in	terms	of	energy	and	speed	and	space	and	noise	and	safety.	

(Amsterdam	2010	by	Leah	Shahum,	SF	Bicycle	Coali3on)	
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This	looks	like	the	Wiggle,	a	very	welcoming	place	for	people	on	bikes	and	people	in	
general.		

Of	course	it’s	Copenhagen,	a	very	human	and	humane	city.	Everything	moves	at	a	
human	pace.		

If	speeds	are	kept	reasonable	and	rights-of-way	are	established	and	respected,	bicycle	
transporta3on	can	be	very	appealing	to	a	lot	of	people,	as	a	commonsense	u3lity	that’s	
also	fun.	

[StreeUilm:	Cycling	Copenhagen,	Through	North	American	Eyes,	2010,	Clarence	
Eckerson,	Jr.]	
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San	Francisco	is	coming	along	as	an	“everybody	rides	a	bike”	city	quite	well,		

despite	the	hos3le,	vehicle-dominated	nature	of	many	of	our	streets,		

and	the	residual	sense	of	the	“strangeness	of	bicycling”	held	by	a	large	number	of	
Americans	(including	San	Franciscans).	

[APT	photo,	Market	St	at	Van	Ness,	standing	in	front	of	SFMTA	headquarters,	August	
2012]	

4	



In	the	US,	even	in	SF,	most	people	maintain	a	number	of	barriers	to	bicycling.	

Fear	of	sweat,	fear	of	geang	hit	by	a	car,	a	fear	of	the	otherness	of	it,	the	
“strangeness”.		

It’s	something	other	people	do,	people	who	are	so	different	from	me	that	they	may	not	
even	be	people.	

That’s	a	barrier	to	empathy	and	that’s	a	barrier	to	civiliza3on.	

[other	-	SFBC:	hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/sfike/397005698/]	

[mother	-	Jake	in	Dublin:	hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/65405521@N00/4623385891/]	
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I’ve	been	using	this	slide	for	a	year,	using	this	gag	for	a	few	years,	

I	stole	it	from	Mikael	Colville-Anderson.	

It’s	about	empathy,	it’s	about	humanity.	

[photos	by	Amsterdamize.com	and	Mark	Emery	(from	Momentum	Magazine,	hcp://
momentumplanet.com/ar3cles/the-helmet-debate)	]	
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Sharing	–	empathy	–	respect	–	compassion	

In	San	Francisco	we	have	some	great	shared	spaces,	unsorted	space.	

Only	works	if	people	treat	each	other	well,	show	compassion,	

Or	at	least	take	turns.	

[Embarcadero	/	Herb	Caen	Way,	Mark	Dreger,	SanFranciscoize.com			hcp://
www.flickr.com/photos/sanfranciscoize/7184890386]	
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Some3mes	segrega3on	is	useful,	where	there’s	a	lot	of	traffic	moving	at	different	
speeds	–	bike	traffic,	foot	traffic,	car	traffic.	

Conflicts	are	minimized	(or	they’re	relocated).	

You	s3ll	have	to	take	turns,	show	respect	to	other	folks.	

[Embarcadero	Bikeway	concept,	ROMA	Design	Group	2012]	
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Here	we	are	at	the	Wiggle,	the	celebrated	bike	route	–	le5	right	le5	right	le5	right	le5.	

Not	much	stopping,	natural	flow,	an	ancient	tributary	of	Mission	Creek,	

(see	Joel	Pomerantz	for	more	on	the	Wiggle	and	water).	

But	that	non-stop	bicycle	flow	some3mes	offends	observers,	even	if	collisions	are	rare.	

[Mark	Dreger,	SanFranciscoize.com		hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/sanfranciscoize/
7213597946]	
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Brings	us	to	the	quintessen3al	“otherness”	of	the	scofflaw	cyclist	–	the	outlaw.	

Why	don’t	you	people	ever	stop?	

I	never	see	you	people	stop!	

Beware	of	sentences	that	point	at	“you	people”	--	they’re	the	opposite	of	empathy.	

[scofflaw	-	Jeremy	Hughes:	hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/
37423935@N00/3813042212/]	

[lawmaker	-	Dus3n	Jensen:	hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/edmdusty/3531571526/in/
photostream/]	
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So	neighbors	call	the	SFPD,	officers	stake	out	key	intersec3ons	in	the	Wiggle	and	
elsewhere	(Market	Street).	

It	doesn’t	serve	public	safety,	it	doesn’t	address	actual	collision	hotspots	where	people	
are	actually	being	hurt.	

But	it	does	speak	to	the	massive	dissing	that	a	lot	of	bike	riders	show	their	neighbors	
when	they	fail	to	take	turns.	

[SF	Ci3zen	(Jim	Herd)			hcp://sfci3zen.com/blog/2012/06/06/the-new-sfpd-bmws-are-
here-the-new-sfpd-bmws-are-here-as-seen-bus3ng-cyclists-on-market-street/]	
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STOP	signs	are	the	focus	of	much	of	the	“scofflaw”	concern.	

First	one	showed	up	in	Detroit	in	1915,	a	blunt	tool	to	oblige	road	users	to	give	way	to	
each	other.	

In	a	world	where	some	of	those	users	are	opera3ng	machines	that	are	beyond	a	human	
scale	for	speed	and	danger	.	

Ivan	Illich	wrote	about	the	"cri3cal	threshold"	for	speed,		four	or	six	3mes	the	speed	of	
a	man	on	foot		

–	beyond	that	cri3cal	threshold,	speed	becomes	destruc3ve	in	mul3ple	ways	

[Brooklyn	–	Christopher	Walker			hcp://www.pbase.com/csw62/image/51671259]	
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Here’s	what	Market	St	looked	like	before	STOP	signs	were	needed,	1906	a	week	before	
the	quake	

I’m	not	taking	advantage	of	tonight’s	kine3c	innova3on,	but	do	watch	this	film	if	you	
haven’t	lately	

The	car	isn’t	much	evolved	beyond	the	bicycle,	everyone	took	turns	in	a	fluid	and	
human	way	

But	precy	soon	cars	were	much	faster	and	much	more	lethal,	and	we	needed	STOP	
signs	and	signal	lights	to	restrain	them	

[A	Trip	Down	Market	Street,	1906	-	hcp://youtube.com/watch?v=oubsaFBUcTc]	
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Every	week	in	the	United	States	nearly	700	people	die	in	car	crashes,	

As	if	two	fully-loaded	commercial	jet	airliners	went	down	with	all	on	board	lost.	

It’s	not	those	scofflaw	bikes	rolling	through	the	Wiggle	that	are	killing,	

It’s	the	bull	in	the	china	shop.	
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25	years	ago	people	in	Idaho	decided	to	recognize	that	bikes	and	cars	are	different	and	
changed	the	law.	

In	Idaho,	bike	riders	treat	STOP	signs	like	Yields	–	slow	down,	check	for	other	folks,	give	
way	as	appropriate,	then	proceed.	

A	sensible	human-scale	thing	to	do,	and	it’s	worked	great	for	Idaho,		

but	it	would	be	a	huge	big	deal	to	change	California	law.	

[49-720,	added	1988,	ch.	265,	sec.	209,	p.	679;	am.	2005,	ch.	205,	sec.	1,	p.	615.]	
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The	essence	of	the	Idaho	law	is	that	bikes	treat	STOP	signs	like	Yields.	

Not	many	Yield	signs	in	SF,	I	can’t	think	of	one,	but	they’re	a	lot	more	appropriate	than	STOP	signs	in	
most	cases.	

Here’s	Tulsa	OK	police	officer	Clinton	Riggs	with	his	innova3on,	rolled	out	in	1950	(though	the	concept	
goes	way	back).	

Yield	the	right-of-way	–	Give	Way,	Take	Your	Turn.	

[	
hcp://www.roadtrafficsigns.com/a-brief-history-of-the-yield-sign	

In	1950,	the	world’s	first	yield	sign	was	posted	at	the	corner	of	First	Street	and	Columbia	Avenue	in	Tulsa,	
Oklahoma	.	Before	the	sign	was	introduced,	this	intersec3on	was	considered	one	of	the	most	dangerous	
in	Tulsa.	Although	there	was	already	a	right	of	way	law	in	place,	it	was	difficult	to	enforce,	and	many	
drivers	failed	to	abide	by	these	rules.	Officer	Clinton	Riggs,	a	Tulsa	na3ve	and	police	officer,	had	begun	
developing	a	sign	that	he	hoped	would	alleviate	these	problems.	He	also	wanted	to	assign	clear	blame	in	
the	event	of	a	collision	and	hoped	his	sign	would	make	liability	clear.	

The	Manual	on	Uniform	Traffic	Control	Devices	(MUTCD)	added	the	yield	sign	in	1954	to	assign	right	of	
way	at	intersec3ons	where	a	stop	was	not	normally	required.	

heavy	red	Yield:	US	(MUTCD)	
red	Give	Way	:	Jamaica	
white	Give	Way:	UK,	Bahamas,	Singapore	
yellow:	Croa3a,	Finland,	Greece,	Iceland,	Kuwait,	Poland,	Sweden,	Serbia,	Vietnam	
blue:	Botswana	
green:	Swaziland	
]	
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Over	the	years	there	have	been	acempts	to	reach	people	with	a	message	of	turn-taking	
on	the	street.	

The	Golden	Rule	–	treat	others	as	you’d	like	to	be	treated.	

The	SFBC	has	developed	a	series	of	flyers	speaking	to	drivers	and	bike	riders	about	the	
need	to	give	way	and	show	respect.	

Yielding	doesn’t	suit	the	American	personality	--	it’s	weak,	passive,	capitulatory	

[vintage	flyers	from	the	author’s	own	collec3on;	see	hcp://sfike.org/giveget]	
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But	everybody	learned	this	from	their	mother	and	father,	and	grandma	and	grandpa.	

Turn-taking	is	most	important	–	learn	to	take	your	turn	–	it’s	the	Golden	Rule.	

You	shouldn’t	need	a	STOP	sign	to	bang	you	over	the	head	–	play	fair	and	don’t	go	if	it’s	
not	your	turn.	

[found:	hcp://now-here-this.3meout.com/2012/04/16/write-your-way-around-the-
monopoly-board/]	
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Changing	California	law	to	create	an	Idaho	STOP	for	bike	riders	would	be	very	hard,	
maybe	impossible.	

SFPD	can	set	their	own	enforcement	priori3es	–	de-priori3ze	failure	to	STOP	by	bike	
riders.	

Crack	down	on	failure	to	yield	by	everyone,	bikes,	cars,	everyone	–	that’s	a	real	safety	
problem.	

If	the	SFPD	won’t	get	their	priori3es	straight,	SF	ci3zens	might	do	as	they’ve	done	for	
marijuana	enforcement.	
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But	an	Idaho	law,	or	becer	SFPD	priori3es,	are	just	part	of	the	answer,	

We’ve	all	got	to	give	way,	take	turns,	observe	the	Golden	Rule.	

Whether	you’re	riding	a	bike	or	driving	a	car,	

Yield	with	pride	and	show	some	respect.	

[Frank	Chan	-	Sunday	Streets	on	the	Embarcadero	April	2009			hcp://www.flickr.com/
photos/sfike/3478937099/]	
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Cul3vate	empathy	and	compassion	on	the	streets	of	San	Francisco.	

Civiliza3on	starts	with	you.	

Treat	each	other	well,	the	way	you’d	like	to	be	treated,	

And	Saint	Francis	will	smile	down	upon	us,	and	ring	his	heavenly	bike	bell.	

[Frank	Chan	-		SFPD	on	bike	hands	out	treats	on	3rd	St.	at	McKinnon,	July	2012	Sunday	
Streets			hcp://www.flickr.com/photos/geeks3nkbreath/7627649758/]	
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